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VENOMOUS SALIVA IN MEN AND ANIMALS 
DURING FASTING—PLINY AND PASTEUR. 


In the News of December 10, 1881, ap- 
peared an extract from a letter to the Brit- 
ish Medical Journal from its Paris corre- 
spondent, calling attention to the startling 
discovery by M. Pasteur of venomous quali- 
ties in the saliva of persons during fasting. 
The correspondent goes on to say, “All this 
is terrible to contemplate, and even M. Pas- 
teur was confounded, as the result of his ex- 
periment was as awful as it was unexpect- 
ed. The learned biologist made no attempt 
at explanation, but said that he would for 
the present only point to the fact, which, he 
added, was in itself very suggestive.”’ 

Our attention has been recently directed 
to this question by our friend Dr. Marcellus 
Ford, of this city, who sends us the follow- 
ing quotation, with the request that we com- 
pare it with the foregoing: 

Celsus observes that the Psylli* suck out the poi- 
son from a wound not because of any superior skill 
or quality, but because they have courage enough to 
do it. 

Some writers have asserted that the Psylli have 
an innate quality in their constitution that is poison- 
ous to serpents, and that the smell of it throws them 
into a profound sleep. Pliny maintains that every 
man has in himself a natural poison for serpents, 
and that these creatures will shun human saliva as 
they would boiling water; the fasting saliva in par- 
ticular, if it comes within their mouths, kills them 
immediately. If therefore we may believe that the 


*“ Psylli, a people of the south of Cyrenaica, so called 
from King Psyllus.” They were famous among the an- 
cients as serpent-charmers, 
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human saliva is an antidote to the poison of a ser- 
pent, we shall have no occasion at the same time to 
believe that the Psylli were endowed with any pe- 
culiar qualities of this kind; but that their success 
in these operations arose, as Celsus says, ex audacea 
usa confirmata.* 

The discovery of poison in the saliva of 
persons when fasting testifies to the acute- 
ness of Pliny as an observer, and shows that 
notwithstanding the distrust of Celsus, and 
the easy manner in which he explains away 
this observation, Pliny had really unraveled 
the immemorial mystery of snake-charming, 
and possibly given a clue to the explana- 
tion of rabies in the dog, a question of the 
largest practical moment in these as in all 
times. Yet, notwithstanding its importance, 
the written record of the observed phenom- 
enon has lain forgotten for nineteen centu- 
ries, and the scientific fact has to be redis- 
covered in our day. : 

It is not surprising if M. Pasteur, devoted 
as he constantly has been for the greater 
part of his life to experimental research, has 
found no time for the reading of ancient 
works; but that among the savants of his 
own country there should have been found, 
at the time when he announced the discov- 
ery, no one to put in a claim for Pliny’s 
priority in it is remarkable; and further, 
when it turns out that the fact has subse- 
quently been accepted as a new discovery 
by the whole scientific world outside of 
France, the oversight is amazing and marks 
a sad commentary upon the neglect of the 
writings of those who labored in the cause 
of humanity and truth in the olden time. 


*Plutarch’s Lives, Vol. IV, edition of 1804, published 
by Isaiah Thomas, jun,, Worcester, Mass. Note at bottom 
of page 366. 
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There seems to be a growing tendency 
in these days to underrate the work of the 
pioneers of modern medicine, while the an- 
cient writers are looked upon as fossilized, 
and their opinions suffer irreverent neglect, 
even if they be not held up to positive con- 
tempt. Hippocrates, Pliny, Celsus, Galen, 
td genus omne, writers of times when clas- 
sified science was not, and when medicine 
was but a synonym for superstitious incan- 
tation and absurd therapeutics — what did 
they teach worth knowing? Such is the 
question asked by the young physician of 
today, whose ultra demonstrative bias lim- 
its his scientific horizon to the area of mod- 
ern discovery, while the brilliancy of cotem- 
poraneous achievement has so dimmed his 
sight that though he may be able to make out 
the figures of Jenner and Harvey in the dim 
distance, every form beyond these stands in 
the outer darkness so far as he is concerned. 

The plea made in behalf of old books 
by Dr. O. W. Holmes, in his recent address 
before the Boston Medical Library Associa- 
tion, has in this connection a marked sig- 
nificance, and we commend it to any who 
may be disposed to neglect the musty tomes 
of the fathers in medicine: 

Would you know how to recognize “male hys- 
teria’ and to treat it, take down your Sydenham. 
Would you read the experience of a physician who 
was himself the subject of asthma, and who, notwith- 
standing that, in the words of Dr. Johnson, “ panted 
on till ninety,” you will find it in the venerable treat- 
ise of Sir John Floyer. Would you listen to the story 
of the king’s evil cured by the royal touch, as told 
by the famous chirurgeon who fully believed in it, 
goto Wiseman. Would you get at first hand the de- 
scription of the spinal disease which long bore his 
name, do not be startled if I tell you to go to Pott— 
to Percival Pott, the great surgeon of the last cen- 
tury. 





THE BACILLUS OF TUBERCULOSIS. 


Our foreign exchanges announce what is 
perhaps the greatest triumph of medical re- 
search since Jenner’s revelations regarding 
smallpox and the vaccine disease. 

Dr. Robert Koch, who was called to Ber- 
lin a year or two ago to direct the patho- 
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logical inquiries of the Imperial Board of 
Health, has attacked with his wonted vigor 
and acuteness of observation the vexed ques- 


.tion of the etiology of tuberculosis, and, after 


a series of masterly experiments, has demon- 
strated before the Berlin Physiological /So- 
ciety the cause of this terrible disease. 

Consumption, according to the Medical 
Times and Gazette, causes in the latitudes 
of England and Germany one seventh of the 
whole mortality, and, excluding the deaths 
among children and old persons, the death 
of one third of the entire population. Its 
etiology is therefore a question which the 
Imperial Board might well consider, and Dr. 
Koch returns them no doubtful answer. 

Dr. Koch approached the question purely 
from the germ-theory side, and the active 
agent in the disease turns out to be a bacil- 
lus, in length one half or one quarter the 
diameter of a red blood corpuscle, resem- 
bling in morphological features the bacillus 
of leprosy, though easily differentiated from 
it by peculiarities in form and behavior un- 
der the action of certain staining fluids. 

It is stated that Dr. Koch’s demonstra- 
tion is remarkably clear, and that his exper- 
iments have been conducted with such skill 
and care that there can be no doubt as to 
the verity of his conclusions. 

In the light of this discovery tubercu- 
losis takes its place among the infectious 
diseases, and may under proper sanitary re- 
strictions be preventable, or be found ame- 
nable to anti-zymotic treatment. No longer 
in doubt as to its cause and manner of dis- 
semination, the physician will have untold 
advantage in the adjustment of his treat- 
ment to it. 

Of course the importance of this discov- 
ery can not now be estimated, but no intel- 
ligent physician will fail to see in it the 
promise of sublime possibilities for thera- 
peutics and preventive medicine, while the 
hope which he has ever cherished that this 
greatest destroyer of human happiness and 
life might yet be held at bay becomes almost 
fruition as he contemplates this significant 
addition to his knowledge of the disease. 
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In our Selections will be found a descrip- 
tion of the bacillus and a full account of 
its discovery. 





ARTIFICIAL QuININE.—In the Comptes Ren- 
dus of April 3, 1882, is a letter addressed by 
M. E. J. Maumeni to the president of the 
Académie des Sciences of Paris, announcing 
the successful synthesis of quinine. The de- 
tails are to be given shortly, meanwhile the 
author announces that the synthesis is very 
easily accomplished by the action of the 
compound H.N. He has sent to the Acad- 
emy a sealed package containing a sample 
of the substance, and only desires to finish 
the therapeutic tests before communicating 
his paper. He states that it is identical in 
physical and chemical properties with the 
natural alkaloid. However interesting this 
fact may be to the chemical world, we await 
the bedside tests’ before expending any en- 
thusiasm over it. 

The tartrate of chinoline, about one year 
ago, was vaunted as the “ artificial quinine” 
upon chemical grounds, and much was ex- 
pected of it, but thorough experiment in the 
Philadelphia hospitals has shown it to be 
lacking in anti-periodic properties. Large 
doses failed to cure cases of intermittent fe- 
ver which were afterward quickly relieved 
by the natural quinia. Chinoline, though it 
was closely allied to quinia, was not brought 
forward as being chemically and physically 
identical with it, whereas the compound of 
Maumeni is asserted so to be. There is 
therefore greater reason for expecting some- 
thing of value in therapeutics from the new 
preparation. 





MISCELLANY. 





SURGICAL INSTRUMENTS FOUND IN Pom- 
PEI.—Sir Henry Thompson, in a letter to 
The Lancet of the 22d of April speaks of 
the surgical instruments found in Pompeii as 
being suggestive, in no unflattering way, of 
the nature of the practice and the attain- 
ments of surgeons before the Christian era. 
For, regarding the design and character of 
some of the instruments found, it is impos- 
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sible to doubt that many centuries of obser- 
vation and experience must have been spent 
in evolving examples of mechanism so ef- 
ficient and so well constructed. 

The writer then refers to a catheter which 
has been in his possession since 1871. It is 
made of bronze, is about twelve inches long, 
and the size of a No. 9 or 10 of the English 
scale. The catheter is by no means a bad 
one, though the lower part might be im- 
proved by a greater curve. The upper or 
handle end is better curved. 

The testimony of this eminent surgeon to 
the proficiency of the ancient practitioners 
of his art is significant. No one knows bet- 
ter than Sir Henry Thompson the value and 
the meaning of these ancient relics. 


CoMMUTATION RaTEs TO St. Paut.—The 
Louisville, New Albany & Chicago Railway 
(The Monon Route) will have for sale round- 
trip tickets from Louisville to St. Paul for 
the accommodation of those wishing to at- 
tend the convention to be held at St. Paul 
June 6th. The rate will be about twenty- 
seven dollars for the round trip. This rate 
will permit the holder to go from Chicago 
to St. Paul via the Chicago & Northwest- 
ern Railway and return via the Chicago, 
Milwaukee & St. Paul, if desired. Pullman 
sleepers will be run on the night-train from 
Louisville to Chicago, to connect with the 
lines for St. Paul. 


McDowELL MeEpIcaL Society.—The sev- 
enteenth semi-annual meeting of this society 
will be held at Henderson, Ky., on Tuesday 
and Wednesday, May 16th and 17th. The 
programme is full and promises entertain- 
ment and instruction to all who may attend 
the meeting. It is important that the atten- 
dance at this meeting shall be large, because 
of important business which will be present- 
ed for transaction. “The subject of the 
union of the McDowell and Southwestern 
Kentucky medical societies will come before 
the society at this session.” 


SYPHILITIC RE-INFECTION.—The question 
of the possibility of a re-infection by syph- 
ilis is a very important and interesting one, 
touching as it does upon the possibility of 
a cure of the disease, for it is generally be- 
lieved that while the patient is under the 
influence of the first infection he is not ob- 
noxious to a second. 

In the American Journal of the Medical 
Sciences for April, 1882, Dr. F. R. Sturgis re- 
ports the history of a man who, apparently 
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free from previous disease, entered the hos- 
pital with two initial lesions, followed by a 
macular syphilide, osteocopic and muscular 
pains, and a double iritis. Under treatment 
extending eight months his symptoms en- 
tirely disappeared and remained absent for 
fifteen months from the last date of his tak- 
ing medicine. He then entered the hospital 
again with a couple of lesions of the geni- 
tals, which appeared three days after coitus, 
no other connections having been indulged 
in for a period of five months. At the time 
of his entrance these ulcers were already a 
month old, and presented the appearance of 
initial lesions. Auto-inoculation practiced 
with the matter from one of these ulcers pro- 
duced an apparently positive result; but the 
resultant pustule was short-lived, and did 
not have the characteristics of the simple 
venereal ulcer. It was followed by a mac- 
ular syphilide, osteocopic pains, and other 
symptoms of an early syphilis. 


TRUE ANEURISM OF THE BRACHIAL AR- 
TERY CURED BY COMPRESSION WITH A CON- 
ICAL Pap.—Cases of true aneurism of the 
brachial artery are of great rarity. After a 
careful search through the literature of the 
subject, Dr. L. Emmett Holt finds (Ameri- 
can Journal of the Med. Sciences for April, 
1882) thirteen cases of brachial aneurism 
which seemed to be of spontaneous origin, 
i.e. not directly traceable to a wound or in- 
jury of the vessel. Abstracts of these cases, 
as well as one occurring in Dr. Holt’s own 
experience, which was cured by compression 
with the conical pad, are reported, with a 
careful study of the age, sex, site of the dis- 
ease, exciting causes, and methods of treat- 
ment of the various cases. 


PRIMARY EPITHELIOMA OF THE TONSIL.— 
Dr. D. Bryson Delavan, of New York, relates 
a case of primary epithelioma of the tonsil 
in the New York Med. Journal and Obstet. 
Review for April, 1882. Cancer of the phar- 
ynx, he remarks, although a somewhat rare 

‘affection, is one fraught with such serious 
results that no opportunity for investigating 
its nature or devising means for its relief 
should be lost. That the tonsil should be 
a favorite point of departure for malignant 
disease seems not unnatural when the ana- 
tomical position and structure of that organ 
are considered. The very qualities, however, 
which render it liable to attack afford, upon 
the other hand, the greatest possible meas- 
ure of hope for a favorable prognosis; for 
if a diagnosis could be made before the dis- 
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ease had involved the surrounding tissues, 
the gland might in most cases be extirpated 
with comparative ease, and by the natural 
passages, thus avoiding the formidable op- 
eration by external incision and the almost 
certain recurrence of the trouble. The pa- 
per concludes with a bibliography of the 
subject. 


INSANITY AS A GROUND OF Divorce.—The 
committee appointed by the French Cham- 
ber of Deputies on the proposed law of di- 
vorce have had Prof. Charcot and Drs. Le- 
grand du Saulle and Magnan before them. 
Professor Charcot and Dr. Magnan have ex- 
pressed their opinions that in no case would 
it be possible to declare in an absolute man- 
ner that the insanity was incurable. Such 
incurability can only be established exactly 
in general paralysis, and in this disease the 
patient dies within a period not exceeding 
five years; so that the expiration of this 
period, which brings a natural dissolution 
of the marriage, may be always waited for, 
and in general would not be longer than 
that produced by the legal delays conse- 
quent upon atrial. The committee has re- 
jected M. Guillot’s amendment for inserting 
in the bill insanity as a cause of divorce. 
“We should have thought,” the Union Méd- 
icale observes, “ that insanity which may be, 
even rigorously speaking, curable, should, 
when in all cases it is so terribly hereditary, 
have rather been considered one of the most 
urgent causes of divorce.” —Med. Times and 
Gazette. 


THE Errects or CoLoreD GLass ON LIQ- 
uIDs.—A writer in a recent number of a 
German paper alludes to the effect of color 
of green bottles on liquids, and states that 
liquors contained in colorless bottles when 
exposed for some time to the light acquire a 
disagreeable taste, notwithstanding the fact 
that they may have been of superior quality 
before being so treated. Liquors contained 
in brown or green bottles, however, remain 
unchanged in quality even if exposed to di- 
rect sunlight. This phenomenon has not 
received proper attention heretofore, and 
quality has often been sacrificed for the sake 
of outward appearance. Since the results 
of the above treatment are due to the chem- 
ical action of light, it is advisable to use 
red, orange, yellow, green, or opaque bottles 
for the preservation of liquors, while color- 
less, blue, and violet ones should be entirely 
discarded. — Mineral Water Trade Review 
and Guardian. 
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ON THE USE OF IODIDE OF POTASSIUM IN 
PREVENTING RECURRING ATTACKS 
OF PNEUMONIA. 


BY S. J. RHOADS, M.D.* 


The province of a physician consists not 
alone in an effort to cure the diseases of his 
patients as they may apply to him from time 
to time, but also in his willingness and en- 
deavor to do all in his power to prevent or 
correct pathological tendencies. While the 
field of his usefulness in this direction is 
abundantly broad, yet for this service he 
can not expect to realize a full recompense 
so far as pecuniary rewards are concerned. 
But no man should attempt to live for him- 
self or for his own alone. The broad and 
generous rule of being useful to his fellow- 
men whenever occasion presents itself should 
be the motive of his actions. In this paper 
I shall therefore discuss preventive medicine 
so far as one disease is concerned. 

That one attack of pneumonia begets a 
susceptibility to a second attack, and that 
the second attack increases this susceptibil- 
ity to a third, and so on until some patients 
rarely pass a winter without having pneu- 
monia, is a fact of general observation. The 
late Dr. B. Z. Davis, who died a few years 
ago in Greenville, Ky., and at the time of 
his death was a citizen of Louisville, was a 
forcible illustration of the truth of these 
observations. He was subject to repeated 
attacks from this disease, and fell a victim 
on its sixth or seventh recurrence. 

If the student desires to consult authori- 
ties upon the question of recurrent pneumo- 
nia, he will find information relative to this 
condition meager indeed ; at least I have so 
found it, although being a country practi- 
tioner my opportunity for reading author- 
ities upon the subject has been necessarily 
limited. The clearest and most direct allu- 
sion to this tendency of pneumonia is con- 
tained in the fourth edition of Wood’s Prac- 
tice of Medicine, article on Pneumonia. The 
author says, ‘‘Some persons have a peculiar 
tendency to the disease without any known 
cause, and suffer from repeated attacks.” The 
unknown cause here mentioned I maintain 
is nothing more than the susceptibility en- 
gendered by a previous attack of pneumo- 
nia, which first attack was induced by some 
of the ordinary causes of the disease. 


*Read before the Kentucky State Medical Society, in 
Louisville, April 6, 1882. 
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These recurring attacks of pneumonia con- 
stitute a large percentage of the cases—a 
larger percentage, I believe, than most prac- 
titioners will admit unless their attention 
has especially been directed to this subject. 

Can any thing be done to prevent these 
recurrent pneumonias? forcibly suggested 
itself to me early in my professional career. 
I conceived the rationale of these cases to 
be that there remains after an attack of acute 
pneumonia a condition of subacute conges- 
tion of the lung tissues ready to light up 
into an active inflammatory process on the 
least provocation. To relieve the patient of 
this diseased condition would be to relieve 
him of subacute congestion of the tissues 


_ involved. 


The iodide of potassium suggested itself 
to me as being peculiarly the remedy to ef- 
fect the desired end, and in repeated trials 
of it since it has rarely if ever disappointed 
me. Indeed I am as thoroughly convinced 
of its usefulness in this respect as I am of 
that of quinine in malarial diseases. I sel- 
dom now treat a case of pneumonia without 
adding in a supplementary way a prescrip- 
tion something like the following : 

Iodide of potassium...... Ziv; 16.00Gm.; 

WEE wiccnncsccesocsssese cee .Zij; 60.00 fi.Gm.; 

Comp. syrup of sarsap... £1.35 iv; 120.00 fl.Gm. 

M. One teaspoonful every four hours during con- 
valescence. 

As a result of this treatment I have ob- 
served a decided falling off of pneumonia 
cases in my practice. 

I will report two cases as illustrative of 
this treatment. These are taken from a num- 
ber submitted to this treatment twelve or 
fifteen years ago. 

May 20, 1869, I was called to treat Mrs. 
James Coleman, a lady of fifty-five or sixty 
years of age, who was suffering with pneu- 
monia, she having had one or two previous 
attacks, the disease involving the lower lobe 
of the right lung. She was discharged as 
cured on June sth. In October of the same 
year I was again called to treat the same 
patient with pneumonia involving the same 
lung. During convalescence from that at- 
tack I put her on the iodide of potassium. 
She lived until a little more than one year 
ago under my constant observation without 
a recurrence of the disease. 

December 4, 1868, I attended William A. 
Wickliffe, a lad fourteen years old. The pa- 
tient had a well-marked pneumonia involv- 
ing the lower lobe of right lung. The case 
progressed favorably, and was discharged on 
December roth. On February 9, 1870, I was 
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again called to treat this same person. The 
pneumonia at this time involved a greater 
portion of the lung tissue than before, the 
case continuing under treatment a few days 
longer than during the subsequent attack. 
On his convalescence I prescribed the iodide 
after the manner of the other case. Since 
this last attack the patient has been contin- 
uously under my observation, and has re- 
mained well up to this time. I deem it also 
worthy of mention that this patient, before 
using the iodide of potassium, was subject 
to frequent attacks of asthma, but has been 
free from this trouble also up to this time. 

It is my desire that the profession shall 
give this treatment the attention it seems 
to deserve, and I trust that none who hear 
me will neglect any opportunity to test it in 
all cases presenting this recurring tendency, 
nor fail to report the results of the treat- 
ment. For although fully satisfied from my 
experience of the efficacy of iodide of po- 
tassium in forestalling the disease in ques- 
tion, I am aware that a large statistical show- 
ing of its usefulness will be necessary to fix 
its place as a standard remedy against recur- 
rent attacks of pneumonia. 

SouTH CARROLLTON, Ky. 





Gorrespondence. 


NEW YORK LETTER. 


Editors Louisville Medical News: 


Among other notables in medicine and 
surgery to whom I had letters introductory 
from our worthy friend Prof. D. W. Yandell 
was Prof. Skene, of Brooklyn. I found 
him, like a// the others to whom Dr. Y. in- 
troduced me, very affable and pleasant. It 
would seem that Dr. Y.’s name is a passport 
among the medical celebrities of New York. 
About all you have to do is to let it be known 
that you are a friend of his, and you are at 
once received into friendly fellowship. I 
had some dozen lettérs from him, and had I 
known him to be so popular I would have 
obtained more. About all the medical men 
with whom I have become acquainted know 
Dr. Yandell. On this account I can not help 
to some extent feeling proud that we were 
fellow-students and graduates, to say nothing 
of the long-standing friendship existing be- 
tween us. Even had this pleasant associa- 
tion not thus existed, I should have enter- 
tained great respect for him on account of 
the warm and long-continued friendship that 
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prevailed between his father and myself for 
over thirty-five years. I never knew a man 
in whom I considered dwelt more of the 
characteristics of a gentleman and Christian. 
But in speaking of Dr. D. W. Y., I was a 
little amused at my friend, Prof. Wood. He 
remarked, in wishing me to remember him 
to Dr. Y., that he was the youngest man he 
knew of. “Why,” said he, “he is full of 
fun and wit, and if I ask him to smoke with 
me he does not refuse, and even intimates 
that with a little persuasion he might touch 
glasses with Bourbon.” Of course as to the 
latter remark I offered the apology that 
many of our profession took a /i#/t/e when 
from home who did not practice such things 
at home. My friend Prof. W. has a wine- 
room adjoining his office, where he invites 
his friends to be social. I did not learn 
whether Dr. Y. is popular among the ladies 
who are connected with the profession or 
not. I know, however, that those with whom 
I became acquainted were very courteous 
and pleasant, and showed me a great deal of 
attention, but I was vain enough to attribute 
these kind manifestations more to my good- 
looks than to the doctor’s popularity. 

But to return to Dr. Skene, who gave me 
such a pressing invitation to dine with him 
that I could not well resist, especially as it 
was strongly reinforced by his wife. I do 
not remember when I was more agreeably 
entertained, both socially and in the discus- 
sion of the cuisine. I had the pleasure on 
that occasion to meet Dr. Bigelow, Professor 
of Gynecology in the Washington Medical 
College; Dr. Armor, late Professor of Ma- 
teria Medica at Ann Arbor, Mich., but now 
of the Long Island Medical College of 
Brooklyn ; and also young Dr. Keith, son of 
Prof. Keith, of Edinburgh, the celebrated 
ovariotomist. Prof. Bigelow is an admirable 
conversationalist and well posted in his de- 
partment. He is getting up an Encyclope- 
dia of Gynecology, and was on a visit to 
Prof. Skene to enlist his assistance. Prof. 
Armor is very intelligent and entertaining, 
and withal quite sociable. He is a very 
warm friend of Dr. Skene’s. Dr. Keith is 
quite youthful in appearance, but very tal- 
ented, and promises to become eminent in 
the department of gynecology, which he is 
making a specialty. He isa relation of Dr. 


Skene’s, and named for him. 

Skene Keith is spending several months 
in the United States, looking around among 
the various large cities, visiting hospitals, etc. 
He is only twenty-three years of age, and 
has performed five operations for ovarian 
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tumors—all successfully. It is to be pre- 
sumed, however, that he operated under the 
supervision of his father, who is perhaps the 
most successful operator for that disease in 
the world. Besides the medical gentlemen 
here spoken of the board was graced with 
the presence of several other gentlemen and 
ladies of the laity persuasion. The host and 
hostess could not have been excelled in the 
dignified and graceful manner with which 
they presided. By the way, Mrs. Skene is 
one of the most elegant and accomplished 
ladies I have had the pleasure of becoming 
acquainted with—very graceful and intelli- 
gent, and well calculated to make friends for 
the doctor. 

After the viands, which consisted of many 
courses, were discussed, Dr. Skene and my- 
self retired to the smoking-room and con- 
versed upon medicine the balance of the 
evening. The doctor confines his practice 
mainly to gynecological troubles, and is pro- 
fessor of that branch in the Long Island 
College. I related to him the case wherein 
the spleen was mistaken for ovarian tumor, 
and asked how such an error could be made. 
He said he had known a similar mistake 
made by a man of large experience in ob- 
stetrics, and who sent the patient to him for 
the performance of ovariotomy. He, by 
a very critical examination discovered the 
tumor to be a dislocated spleen resting in 
the left iliac fosse. He succeeded in reduc- 
ing the organ to its proper location and re- 
lieved the patient. After this statement I 
remarked to the doctor that I should apolo- 
gize for the criticism I had made of the case 
I related to him. 

Prof. Skene has performed gastro-elytrot- 
omy three times, two of which were suc- 
cessful. His first case was performed after 
the woman had been five days in labor, and 
was virtually dying from exhaustion. He 
did not operate with any expectation of sav- 
ing either the mother or child, but simply to 
relieve the patient of terrible suffering while 
she did live, as the womb was still contract- 
ing with force. The child was already dead, 
and the mother lived twenty-four hours. He 
feels confident that had he seen her in the 
early part of her labor he could have saved 
both mother and child. The ante-posterior 
diameter of the superior strait in this case 
was only two inches. 

The first successful case of Dr. Skene’s 
was in a rachitic woman thirty-one years 
old. She had been delivered of several 
children by craniotomy and by induction of 
premature labor, but had not, even by the 
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latter method, saved a child. Being very 
anxious to have a living child she in her 
fourth pregnancy called on Dr. S. to know 
if any thing could be done by which this 
end might be accomplished. He related to 
her the character of the operation and its 
accompanying dangers, and proposed to per- 
form it at full term, with some degree of as- 
surance of success. She readily acceded to 
the proposition, and when labor was fully 
under way—the os being dilatable—the op- 
eration was performed successfully both to 
mother and child. The antero-posterior di- 
ameter of the pelvis in this case was two 
and three quarter inches. This case was op- 
erated on in 1872, and is the first successful 
one on record. 

The third operation of Dr. Skene’s, being 
the second successful one, was performed in 
1877 on an unmarried Bohemian girl. This 
patient was very much deformed, and kept 
her condition a secret from her relatives up 
to the termination of the period of gesta- 
tion. She was much below the average 
size, emaciated, and ill-conditioned in ap- 
pedrance. She was rickety, and had suf- 
fered greatly from hip-joint disease, both 
joints having become anchylosed. Her 
knees were drawn together and could not 
be separated more than an inch and a half. 
Her thighs were flexed upon her abdomen 
nearly at right angles. When the doctor 
saw her the os was only very slightly dilat- 
ed, which caused the operation to be post- 
poned until dilatation could be effected. 
Owing to the flexion of the thighs on the 
abdomen it was with great difficulty that the 
operator could get at the parts to make the 
proper incision, and with greater difficulty 
that he could extract the child through the 
opening. However, he finally accomplished 
the delivery successfully, both as to mother 
and child. The antero-posterior diameter 
of the superior strait in this case was only 
one and a half inches. The success attend- 
ing the operation in this case, when all the 
untoward conditions of the patient are con- 
sidered, should encourage the operation in 
all cases where the conjugate diameters are 
so small as to render delivery by either em- 
bryotomy or craniotomy necessary. 

Dr. Skene renders to Dr. Thomas, of New 
York, the honor of having instituted this 
operation. 

As this operation promises to not only 
supersede cesarian section but also Porro’s 
operation, it might be well, as it is compar- 
atively new, to say a few words in regard to 
the method of its performance. Dr. Skene 
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makes an incision just above Poupart’s liga- 
ment, and gets below the peritoneum ; from 
this point he punctures the vaginal attach- 
ment near the cervix and tears through suf- 
ficiently to bring the os through into the 
external opening in the parietes. In making 
the incision Dr. S. cautions the operator not 
to cut too far outwardly, for fear of wound- 
ing the circumflex iliac artery; and at the 
same time that if the rent in the vagina 
is.made too close to the symphysis pubis 
there is danger of injuring the bladder dur- 
ing delivery. The doctor says that with 
proper caution delivery by this operation 
can be effected with as much safety to the 
mother and more to the child than in many 
forceps cases where the labor has been pro- 
tracted. 

An account of the ease of the Bohemian 
girl was published in the American Journal 
of Obstetrics and Diseases of Women and 
Children for October, 1877. 

T. B. GREENLEY, M.D. 

New York, March, 1882. 





Meviews. 


A Treatise on the Science and Practice of 
Medicine; or, The Pathology and Thera- 
peutics of Internal Diseases. By ALonzo B. 
PALMER, M.D., LL.D., Professor of Pathology 
and Practice of Medicine and of Clinical Medi- 
cine in the University of Michigan, Physician to 
the State University Hospital, etc. Vol. I. New 
York: G. P. Putnam’s Sons. Price, $5. 

In his preface the author alludes to the 
generally-accepted opinion that each nation- 
ality has its own peculiarities of disease, re- 
quiring peculiarities of treatment, and that 
climatic influences must vary the remedial 
measures. National habits differ widely also, 
and these produce varied effects upon the 
health. 

Feeling some diffidence in coming before 
the public with a book upon the subject so 
well treated by Flint, Bartholow, Reynolds, 
Bristowe, and others, he makes this apology, 
which does him credit by its modesty and 
good sense. There can be but little doubt 
that differences will be found in the traits 
of the commoner diseases as found in Mich- 
igan or Canada and as they prevail in the 
Gulf States. If there has been any ques- 
tion of this heretofore, the statements of Dr. 
Palmer will go far toward establishing it as 
a fact. 

Few beliefs have a better foundation than 
that of the prophylactic value of quinine 
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when. given for any length of time in ma- 
larious localities. Few are so universal in 
this State and south of it as the conviction 
that during the warmer months it is ad- 
visable for those suffering from the mala- 
rial cachexia to daily take a sufficient quan- 
tity of quinine to “keep off the chills.”’ In 
moderate doses, short of producing cincho- 
nism, it is considered harmless, given months 
at a time to those who furnish the indica- 
tions for its use. The testimony of military 
and exploring expeditions in the tropics is 
to the same effect. In jungle regions and 
marshy lands of that zone an army is better 
off without gunpowder than without its qui- 
nine prophylactic. It must be quite differ- 
ent in the country about the great lakes. 
The short and comparatively mild summer 
does not favor the development of malaria 
for any length of time or to any such degree 
as is common in the Southern States. 

This we offer as an explanation of the 
following expressions taken from the chap- 
ter on malarial fevers: “The taking of re- 
peated and long-continued doses of quinine 
or other anti-malarial specifics for the pur- 
pose of preventing attacks can not be rec- 
ommended.” ‘The system having become 
accustomed to quinine fails to respond as 
promptly and as certainly as in cases where 
it has not been used.’’ “ With persons re- 
siding in a malarious region this form of 
attempted prophylaxis is injurious.” “ The 
recommendation of Sir T. Watson, repeated 
by Bristowe, that persons residing in mala- 
rious regions should regularly take such rem- 
edies as are efficacious in curing ague, must 
be condemned.”’ 

The practicable means of prophylaxis do 
not, according to Dr. Palmer, include qui- 
nine. The same views he repeats with em- 
phasis on other pages not only because of 
his strong conviction, but also because he 
recognizes that they are “contrary to the 
more common recommendations.’’ Those 
readers who have seen much of life in our 
river-bottoms will demur in no less decided 
terms, . 

The author has a marked prejudice against 
alcoholic stimulants, and in his many itera- 
tions sometimes writes with so much fervor 
against them as to awaken the suspicion that 
he is either riding a hobby or that these 
agents are not near so useful in his latitude 
as in those near the equator. Dr. Beard has 
drawn attention to the fact that stimulants 
are much better borne in the South than in 
the cold and dry upper country. “Ameri- 


can nervousness’’ abounds among his peo- 
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ple, and one phase of it is a lessened toler- 
ance for alcoholic drinks. 

In these two respects only have we no- 
ticed any “local coloring.’’ The work as a 
whole is an excellent representation of mod- 
ern ideas. The author adds to the sum of 
knowledge the fruits of his own experience 
in particular localities. The contents men- 
tions diseases of all climates, some of which 
it is probable he has never seen. Of course 
this must necessarily be the case where one 
person aims to cover the entire field of in- 
ternal diseases. 

An excellent chapter on Slight Ailments, 
after the classification of Dr. Beale, is a note- 
worthy feature. Confidence in the curative 
value of drugs must always be based largely 
upon their ability to control the minor ail- 
ments or primary manifestations of serious 
disease. When well under way the most we 
can do is but little. This department is new 
and valuable, drawing attention to phases of 
morbid action commonly overlooked. 

Pending a more satisfactory classification 
the author does not attempt an arrangement 
strictly scientific in form, but is governed 
by convenience. He devotes a large part 
of the book to discussing the physiological 
and pathological principles controlling the 
different disease-groups, and displays every 
where'the spirit of a thorough student bent 
upon making others thorough. The germ- 
theory holds sway with him as with most 
recent writers, but he does not allow patho- 
logical speculation to run away with his ther- 
apeutics. In this department he is practical 
and minute. Upon the whole, the Ameri- 
can profession may congratulate itself that 
another unusually original treatise has been 
added to the list of American books now 
rapidly increasing. 

The execution of the book is excellent. 
The publishers have done full justice to it 
in paper and in print. 





DimPLes TO OrDER.—A New York jour- 
nal heralds a manufacturer of dimples, who 
comes from Paris, of course, and whose mo- 
dus operandi is described as follows: “I 
make a puncture in the skin at the point 
where the dimple is required, that can not 
be noticed when it has healed, and with a 
very delicate instrument I remove a slight 
portion of the muscle ; then I excite a slight 
inflammation, which attaches the skin to the 
subcutaneous hollow I have formed. In a 
few days the wound—if wound it can be 
called—has healed, and a charming dimple 
is the result.—Druggtsts Circular. 
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CONSTIPATION OF NURSING-INFANTS. 


Dr. J. Lewis Smith (American Jour. of Obstetrics) 
says 

Physicians are not infrequently at a loss to know 
what to prescribe for habitual constipation in nursing- 
infants. I am in the Imbit of giving oil, sugar, and 
salts in the following formula, and usually with the 
desired laxative effect : 


Be Ce, CI siccsevsscnntccerrcocccsnene . 2 parts; 
AQ. CAalCiS 0. cccscccsccsccscccscececess 
Syr. calcis lactophosph.........+++ } oS 5 past. 


One quarter, one third, or one half a teaspoonful 
may be given with each nursing, or a smaller quan- 
tity, such as a teaspoonful or more, three times daily. 
Breast-milk with this addition becomes more nearly 
like colostrum in its laxative properties, while it does 
not possess those properties of colostrum which dis- 
turb the digestive process, He has, however, found 
it necessary in some instances to rely upon simple en- 
emata till the infants reached an age wherein a mixed 
diet was proper. 


NEURALGIA IN DIABETES. 


Prof. Drasche, of Vienna ( Wien. Med. Wochens. ; 
Canada Jour. Med. Sciences), finds that many cases 
of diabetes are accompanied with severe symmet- 
rical neuralgia, worse at night. His treatment is mor- 
phia and quinia in large doses, with cold packs and 
bathing. This, with a milk diet long continued, is 
generally marked by a great improvement in the con- 
dition of his patients. The sugar first disappears and 
then the pains. 


VULVISMUS, 


Dr. M. P. de Molénes (Deut. Med. Zeit. ; Obstet. 
Gazette) believes that this affection is always due to 
some injury of the parts, having never seen it in an 
idiopathic form. In his local treatment, after he has 
healed up all injuries by hip-baths, etc., he uses sup- 
positories, for which he recommends the following: 


Cacoa butter......... eoceceee + 3v; 20.00Gm.; 
FAR resccncccec css cesceceve 3 ijss; 10.00 Gm.; 
Essence of r0.....++ ssssseee - q. 5S. 


. 

Ut fiant suppos. No. x. Introduce one every even- 
ing. 

If this does not control the spasms, he uses me- 
chanical methods, such as gradual or sudden dilata- 
tion, or incision of the mucous membrane of vagina 
or the constriction of the vulva. 


SULPHIDE OF CARBON AND IODOFORM IN PHAGE- 
DENIC ULCERATION. 


Dr. J. Chéron (Revue Méd.; Med. Press and Cir- 
cular) recommends the following : 


Carbon disulphide.............. sesesesee 30 parts ; 
Iodoform........+++ coccccvee cocccecse secees 5 parts. 


Best applied with a glass brush. 


This combination produces less pain than the car- 
bon disulphide alone, and the pain ceases when the 
liquid evaporates. Dr. Chéron has seen cicatrization 
speedily result from this application in cases which 
had proved rebellious to all the usual treatments. 
Iodoform dissolves readily in the disulphide, and the 
rival odors are mutually weakened by association. 
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e PRURITUS VULVA, 


In treatment of pruritus vulvee caused by vaginal 
discharge, Dr. Chéron (Deutsch. Med. Zeit.; Obstet. 
Gazette) employs : 

Potassium iodide ......... ss 

Tinet, iodine secs... ¢ 8&3 iis 60.00 Gm. 

A teaspoonful of this in a quart of tar-water may 
be used as a vaginal injection and as a wash for the 
external parts. 


CHRONIC BRONCHITIS OF OLD PEOPLE. 


RK Ammoniz carb....... 38; 2.00 Gm.; 
Spirits ztheris......... fz iij; 12.00 fi.Gm.; 
Tinct. scillze........+++ fi. 3 ij; 8.00 fil.Gm.; 
Tinct. camphore co.. fil.3jss; 6.00 fi.Gm.; 
TMC, INV. COrcccescees fi.Zvj; 24.00 fi.Gm.; 
Infus. senegz......... fi.3 viij; 240.00 fl.Gm. 


M. Two tablespoonfuls every four hours. — Mew 
England Med. Monthly. 





Olinical Mectures. 


FRACTURE OF THE PATELLA. 


The Cause of Displacement of the Fragments and 
the Means of Remedying it. 


Delivered at the London Hospital, 


BY JONATHAN HUTCHINSON, F.R.C.S., 
Senior Surgeon to the Hospital, 


Most of you are, I doubt not, aware that I hold 
definitely, respecting fracture of the patella, that the 
separation of the fragments is not caused by the 
muscles. Repeated observations have convinced me 
that it is always caused by, and in proportion with, 
the effusion into the joint. If there be no effusion 
there is no separation. The muscle is not a piece of 
india-rubber to contract and remain contracted as 
soon as one end is loosened. It is as easily capable 
of relaxation as it is of contraction, and when the 
limb is at rest it is always relaxed. When relaxed 
there is n@ reason why the upper fragment of the 
broken bone should not come easily down to the 
other; and in fact, in cases where there is no effu- 
sion it does do so. I have demonstrated this often. 
You may then clear your minds of all misconcep- 
tions as to spasm of the muscle being the cause of 
persisting separation. Such spasm may of course 
cause separation at the moment of the accident but as 
soon as the limb is at rest in bed its agency ends. I 
repeat, you will always find the difficulty of approx- 
imation in proportion to the amount of swelling. This 
fact kept in mind, the means of treatment will be 
evident. 

Get rid of the effusion as quickly as possible. The 
effusion may be of blood or it may be of synovia, or 
perhaps, most commonly, of a mixture of the two. 
If it occur immediately after the injury, then it is 
probably blood, and these cases are the most difficult 
to treat, for blood is more slow of absorption than 
synovia, The treatment is, however, the same for 
both, and consists in the vigorous use of cold. The 
ice-bag sedulously applied, or a spirit-lotion so freely 
used that evaporation is constantly going on, are the 
best measures, You must not be content unless the 
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skin over the whole part of the knee be kept quite 
cold. It is of great importance that absorption should 
be rapid and complete. If you can get rid of the 
swelling in a week or ten days you will have a good 
chance of bony union, or of union so close that it is 
equivalent to bony. I believe that we get bony union 
in nearly half our cases. Our measures are, then, ice 
for a week or ten days, then oblique strips of plaster, 
which fix the fragments and catch in notches in the 
splint. We avoid all complicated forms of apparatus, 
and hold, respecting Malgaigne’s hooks and some 
similar contrivances, that they are barbarous and dan- 
gerous. The limb is of course always extended from 
first to last on a long and broad-back splint, with a 
thick cushion and side-notches. The limb is kept 2 
little elevated, not with any design of relaxing mus- 
cle, but because the knee-joint permits slight overex- 
tension, which is attained by elevating the leg. By 
this means the lower fragment passes a little higher 
up than it would otherwise do. When at the end of 
ten days you have brought the fragments together, 
cover the whole joint with bandages and never touch 
the bone again until six weeks are accomplished. If 
you leave it uncovered some zeaJous and inquiring 
dresser is almost sure to examine the bone to see if it 
be uniting, and by such examination he prevents the 
progress of union, You must leave it in faith, and 
even at the end of six weeks must still be very care- 
ful, and on no account make lateral movements. 
The union is still weak and will easily break down. 
Be content if you find the fragments close. At the 
end of six weeks or two months we usually allow the 
patient to get up, but he is always provided with a pa- 
tellar apparatus before doing so. Note that the ob- 
ject of this apparatus is not to hold the fragments to- 
gether, which it could not do, but to prevent flexion 
of the knee, which would drag away the lower frag- 
ment. It also serves a secondary purpose, of giving 
lateral support to the joint. If an apparatus be not 
at hand, a gum-and-chalk or plaster-of-paris case will 
serve the purpose quite as well. I usually advise our 
patients to wear the apparatus for at least six months, 
and then, if the knee feel strong, they may throw it 
aside. 

Although we aim at bony union, and I believe 
often obtain it, yet I am by no means an enthusiast as 
to its advantages. It curiously happens that those 
who have fibrous, or even ligamentous union not un- 
frequently walk better than those in whom it is close. 
This I have proved by examination of many patients 
at long intervals after the accident, and it is a very 
strong reason for declining to resort to any mode of 
treatment involving risk. A curious and unexpected 
result to which I often ask your attention is that the 
quadriceps muscle usually undergoes during the six 
weeks’ rest very decided atrophy, sometimes attended 
by a certain degree of contraction. This, in cases in 
which the bone is closely united, much limits the 
movements of the joint. I well recollect one man 
whom we treated with great care, and in whose bone 
ossific union occurred. Two years later he fell and 
broke the same bone again. His surgeon on the 
second occasion was not so successful as I had been, 
and when a year later I had an opportunity of exam- 
ining the joint, I found considerable separation, the 
union being only by ligament. To my chagrin, how- 
ever, the man stated that the second accident had 
enabled him to walk much more easily, for during 
the interval between the two accidents his knee 
had always felt stiff and awkward.— British Medical 
Fournal. 
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Selections. 


The Germ of Tuberculosis.—The organism of 
tubercle has hitherto eluded research. Its discovery 
is at last announced by the distinguished worker to 
whose investigations much of the progress of bacte- 
rial pathology has been due, Dr. Koch, who gave 
a description and demonstration of the organisms at 
a recent meeting of the Physiological Society of Ber- 
lin. It is only by means of a special method of 
preparation and examination that the objects can be 
detected. The method consists essentially in a proc- 
ess of coloring which has been found necessary for 
the detection of these organisms, and in their exam- 
ination under very strong illumination. But the de- 
tails of the method have to be varied according to the 
tissue examined, whether a secretion, blood-tissue 
fluid, or a section of an organ or tissue. If, for in- 
stance, it is desired to demonstrate the presence of 


the tubercle-bacilli in the fluid of the tissues, a thin * 


layer of this is spread over a cover-glass. It is then 
dried and warmed for a few moments over a flame, 
so as to render it insoluble; it is then placed in a 
mixture of one cubic centimeter of a concentrated 
solution of methylene-blue in alcohol, two tenths of 
a cubic centimeter of a ten-per-cent solution of pot- 
ash, and two hundred cubic centimeters of distilled 
water for twenty-four hours. The preparation is by 
this colored blue, and on it is then placed a few drops 
of a solution of vesuvin. This has the effect of dis- 
charging the methylene blue from all the tissue ele- 
ments, but not from the bacilli. The former are of 
a brown color, and the blue bacilli are conspicuously 
defined. The preparation is then treated with abso- 
lute alcohol, oil of cloves, and Canada balsam, in the 
ordinary manner. This peculiarity of being rendered 
visible by the combined action of methylene blue 
and vesuvin is possessed only by the tubercle-bacilli 
and by those of leprosy. All other bacteria and mi- 
crococci known to Koch, lose, under the action of 
vesuvin, the blue color which they acquire from 
methylene-blue. .. . 

The bacilli of tubercle when rendered visible by 
this method of double coloration are seen as very 
small rods, in length about one third the diameter of 
a red blood corpuscle, and in breadth about one sixth 
of their length. In some of them distinct spores may 
be seen, as minute, unstained, refracting, vacuole-like 
structures, distinguishable, however, from the vac- 
uoles in that at their position there is a slight fusiform 
enlargement of the bacillus. They are most abun- 
dant in recent tubercular neoplasms, and least numer- 
ous in the caseating center of old miliary tubercles. 
They are also visible within the giant cells, usually 
isolated, but sometimes forming well-marked sheaf- 
like bundles. Koch found the same organisms in the 
walls of tuberculous cavities, in the sputum of phthi- 
sical patients, in degenerated scrofulous glands, in 
fungous joints, and in the bones of tuberculous cattle. 
They were never absent in the tubercular new forma- 
tions produced by inoculations, even in animals of 
the most different species. 

In order to ascertain the all-important question, 
whether these organisms are actually the materies mor- 
6i of tuberculosis, Koch has carried on an extensive 
series of culture-experiments, which have yielded the 
most striking results. As a culture-liquid, he em- 
ployed sterilized blood-serum from the ox. The ste- 
rilization was effected in the method recommended 
by Tyndall, by placing the serum in a test-tube closed 
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with a plug of wadding, and exposing it for an hour 
on each of several successive days to a temperature 
of 58° C. After this had been repeated for about 
six days, the temperature was raised to 65° C., and 
the previously fluid serum became transformed into a 
yellowish, translucent, but slightly opalescent mass of 
the consistence of coagulated gelatine. Its translu- 
cency anger the growth of organisms, either on 
its surface or in its depth, to be readily recognized by 
the resulting opacity. In order to increase the area 
of the free surface of this culture soil, it is recom- 
mended to incline the test-tube at the moment of co- 
agulation. A small fragment of excised tissue was 
introduced into a tube under special precautions to 
avoid contamination with ordinary bacteria of putre- 
faction. Fresh miliary tubercle answers best, taken 
from an animal affected with inoculation-tubercle, 
and killed shortly before. If the glass is kept at a 
temperature of 37° or 38° C., at the end of about ten 
days the first effect of culture is observable as fine 
white points and streaks on the surface of the serum, 
Fresh glasses may be inoculated from this first culture, 
and so a series of generations may be obtained. 
Some of these series of cultures were continued for 
two hundred days. Under the microscope these gray- 
ish-white masses on the surface of the serum are 
found to consist of precisely the same bacilli as can 
be demonstrated by means of the method of double 
coloration in the primary tuberculous tissue. If a 
small portion is inserted into the anterior chamber of 
the eye of an animal, is injécted into its blood, or in- 
oculated beneath its skin, there results a widespread 
tuberculosis of almost all the organs and tissues that 
has a more rapid course than when the inoculation is 
made with ordinary tuberculous material. The first 
symptoms are to be observed in guinea-pigs ten days 
after the inoculation. Even animals which enjoy an 
almost complete immunity from tuberculosis, such as 
dogs and rats, are affected rapidly and with certainty. 
In some of the animals which died after these inoc- 
ulations the amount of tubercle developed in the tis- 
sues was enormous, being hardly ever equalled in the 
human subject. 

These experiments seem to demonstrate that the 
organism which is revealed by the method of double 
coloration is really the pathogenic element of tuber- 
culosis. The researches appear to have been con- 
ducted with admirable care. The expékiment will 
no doubt be soon repeated. Indeed, in the brief 
interval which has elapsed since the demonstration 
by Koch, on March 24th, his observations have re- 
ceived independent confirmation by Baumgarten, who 
has published in the Centralblatt fiir Med. Wiss. an 
account of his observations. In every new formation 
of artificially-produced tuberculosis in the guinea-pig 
he found innumerable quantities of the rod-shaped 
bacteria infiltrating the area in diminishing infensity 
from the center to the circumference. As far as the 
tubercular growth can be traced the bacterial infiltra- 
tion extends. His description of the organisms close- 
ly agrees with that of Koch, but he observed that 
the extremities of the rods frequently presented a 
knob-shaped or wedge-shaped enlargement. They 
were very rarely united in pairs and never massed in 
the so-called zodglea form. He corroborates their 
characteristic of resistance to the ordinary methods 
of tinting, and only succeeded in bringing them into 
distinct view by dilute alkalies. In a postscript 
Baumgarten adds that he has succeeded in finding 
the same organisms in human tubercle. The patho- 
logical importance of the discovery of the proximate 
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cause of this frightful scourge of the human race can 
not be overestimated; nor is it possible to foretell the 
practical results to which it may lead.— The Lancet. 


Syphilitic Diseases of the Lachrymal Appa- 
ratus.—Syphilitic lesions of the lachrymal gland, of 
the lachrymal caruncles, and of the lachrymal pass- 
ages—all, except the latter, of uncommon occurrence 
—are treated of by Dr. Chas. S. Bull, Surgeon to the 
New York Eye and Ear Infirmary, in the New York 
Med. Journal and Obstet. Review for April, 1882. 
Dr. Bull gives a concise summary of the meager lit- 
erature of the subject, but his remarks are mostly 
from a cliniggl point of view. He alludes to a case 
of affection of the lachrymal gland in his own prac- 
tice, in which the organ became inflamed in conse- 
quence of extension from an orbital periostitis. The 
entire contents of the orbit having been removed, to 
relieve the excessive pain, the gland was found gen- 
erally enlarged, the hypertrophy being mainly due, 
however, to an increase of the connective-tissue ele- 
ments rather than of the proper glandular structure. 

Two cases of gummy infiltration of the caruncles 
published by Dr. W. R. Taylor, being the first on 
record, are quoted in detail on account of their rarity. 
Osteo-periostitis gummosa of the lachrymo-nasal ca- 
nal has not been observed by the author, but Panas, 
Galezowski, and Larebiére are quoted as mentioning 
its occurrence, 

Under the head of treatment the following advice 
in regard to inflammation of the sac is noteworthy: 
If the inflammatory action is severe, leading tu the 
secretion of a glairy mucus or muco-pus, with a 
swelling over the seat of the sac, and there is good 
reason for suspecting a stricture of the duct, from 
whatever local cause, in the nose, do not resort to op- 
erative interference until internal medication has 
been tried faithfully. Ophthalmic surgeons are too 
prone to slit up the canaliculi and incise a stricture of 
the nasal duct in cases of syphilitic origin, deeming 
medical treatment useless in such cases before even 
giving it a trial. The use of mercury here must be 
prompt, and its effect must be rapidly produced or 
the disease may extend from the lining of the canal 
to the bony walls. An excellent method of adminis- 
tering mercury in these cases is to use two drams of 
mercurial ointment by inunction upon the inner as- 
pect of the arm or side of the chest, and at the same 
time give the mild chloride internally in small doses 
every hour or two, carefully watching for the first 
symptoms of the action of the drug. In many cases 
a beneficial effect will be observed on the third or 
fourth day, and then the mercury may be either en- 
tirely discontinued or given in smaller doses at long- 
er intervals. In many cases complete recovery fol- 
lows guch a course of treatment. All signs of inflam- 
mee and obstruction in the duct disappear, and its 
patency is restored without any incision or probing. 


The Influence of Sexual Excitement upon 
Wounds.—In a paper recently published in the 
Lyon Medicale, M. Poncet draws attention to the evil 
effects of sexual intercourse when indulged in during 
convalescence from injuries, operations, etc., and sug- 
gests that this may be a not very unfrequent although 
unrecognized cause of some of the mishaps and com- 
plications that occur in private practice. The sexual 
act produces a certain amount of shock which M, 
Poncet thinks may be placed side by side with trau- 
matic shock, and which leaves the patient for a cer- 
tain time after indulgence in a condition of “least 


- patient dying four days after the operation. 
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resistance,” during which he is especially susceptible 
to morbid influences. With regard to the impression 
produced even in health by the act of coitus, some 
thermometrical experiments undertaken by an interne 
of the Lyons Hospital are quoted. A thermometer 
placed in the rectum was carefully observed on nine 
occasions, and it was found that the temperature was 
always from five tenths to six tenths of a degree Cen- 
tigrade (nearly 1° F.) lower just after than before co- 
itus. During the act the temperature rose slightly 
above normal. 

In illustration of his views, M. Poncet gives notes 
of seven cases observed in his own practice, where 
complications were ascertained to have followed co- 
itus. Four of these patients had lesions of the hand 
or finger, and all were going on well up to the time 
of sexual indulgence, which was quickly followed by 
pain and swelling of the injured part in one case, 
and in three others by inflammation of the lymphat- 
ics, which went on to suppuration in two. In another 
case chronic tetanus was attributed to the disturbing 
effects of coitus, and in yet another the non-union of 
a fracture. In the latter case union took place when 
the man was removed from his mistress, who had 
been nursing him. In the seventh case pyemia and 
death are referred to a similar cause. The patient 
had undergone amputation of the thigh for an injury, 
and was in the country, away from any known septic 
influences, The wound was healthy and granulating, 
when on the eighteenth day after the operation he 
had intercourse, Rigors quickly followed, and death 
occurred five days later. A somewhat similar case is 
mentioned on the authority of Ollier. Though these 
cases are all surgical, M. Poncet also refers to the ad- 
verse influence of sexual excitement in some other dis- 
eases, notably diabetes and gout.— Brit. Med. Four. 


Nephrectomy: Death from Uremia.—Liicke 
(Deutsche Zeit. f. Chirg.) performed nephrectomy on 
aman, aged sixty, for carcinoma of the kidney, the 
The au- 
topsy showed primary carcinoma of the kidney, car- 
cinomatous thrombosis of the renal vein, which was 
torn away in the operation, the rent being closed by 
a thrombus of the vena cava. The lateral branches 
of the vena cava were greatly dilated, but there was 
no hemorrhage into the cavity formed in the opera- 
tion. The left kidney was contracted and the seat 
of cystic disease. The profuse bleeding which oc- 
curred from the torn vena cava during the operation 
was controlled by compression for a few minutes, and 
had no influence in producing a fatal termination. 
No peritonitis occurred in spite of the prolonged 
manipulation in the abdominal cavity, death follow- 
ing from the diseased condition of the remaining 
kidney.— Medical News. 


Chlorate Potash for Epithelioma.—It does not 
seem to be generally known that excellent results 
have been obtained recently from the application of 
powdered chlorate of potassium to epithelioma. The 
surface of the ulcer should be well cleansed and 
finely-powdered chlorate thickly dusted on it and be 
allowed to remain until the next dressing. The ap- 
plication may be made twice a day, the surface being 
cleaned before reapplying the powder. This treat- 
ment is said to relieve the pain, to change the char- 
acter of the morbid process, and promote healing. 
The same application may be used in chancre, chan- 
croid, and in unhealthy ulcerations generally, and it 
has the merit of safety.— Zid. 








MactinE. 





MALTINE is a concentrated extract of malted Barley, Wheat and Oats, In its preparation the tempera- 


ture does not exceed 150 
Extracts of Malt are made from Barley alone, 
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LIST OF MALTINE 


MALTINE (Plain). 

MALTINE with Hops. 

MALTINE with Alteratives. 

MALTINE with Beef and Iron. 

MALTINE with Cod Liver Oil. 

MALTINE with Cod Liver Oi! and Pancreatine, 
MAL TINE with Hypophosphites, 
MALTINE with Phosphorus Comp. 
MALTINE with Peptones. 





PREPARATIONS. 


MALTINE with Pepsin and Pancreatine. 
MALTINE with Phosphates. 

MALTINE with Phosphates Iron and Quinia, 
MALTINE with Phosphates Iron, Quinia & Strych. 
MALTINE Ferrated. 

MALTINE WINE. 

MALTINE WINE with Pepsin and Pancreatine, 
MALTO-YERBINE. 
MALTO-VIBURNIN. 





MEDICAL ENDORSEMENTS. 


We append, dy permission, a few names of the many prominent Members of the Medi- 
cal Profession who are prescribing our Maltine Preparations : 


J. K- BAUDUY, M. D., St. Louis, Mo., Physician to 
St. Vincent’s Insane Asylum, and Prof. Ner- 
vous Diseases and Clinical Medicine, Missouri 
Medical College. 

WM. PORTER, A. M., M. D., St. Louis, Mo, 

E. 8S. DUNSTER, M. D., Ann Harbor, Mich., Prof. 
Obs. and Dis. Women and Children Universi- 
ty and in Dartmouth College. 

THOMAS H. ANDREWS, M. D., Philadelphia, Pa., 
Demonstrator of Anatomy, Jefferson Medical 
College. 

B. F. HAMMEL, M. D., Philadelphia, Pa., Supt. 
Hospital of the University of Penn. 

F. R. PALMER, M. D., Louisville, Ky., Prof. of 
Physiology and Personal Diagnosis, Universi- 
ty of Louisville, 

HUNTER McGUIRE, M. D., Richmond, Va., Prof. of 
Surgery, Med. Col. of Virginia. 

F. A. MARDEN, M. D., Milwaukee, Wis., Supt. and 
Physician, Milwaukee County Hospi 

L. P. YANDELL, M. D., Louisville, Ky., Prof. of 
Clinical Medicine and Diseases of Children, 
University, Louisville. 

JOHN. A. LARRABEE, M. D.. Louisville, Ky., Prof. 
of Materia Medica and Therapeutics, and Clin- 
cal Lecturer on Diseases of Children in the 
Hospital College of Medicine. 

R. OGDEN DOREMUS, M.D., L.L.D., New York, 
Prof. of Chemis and See Bellevue 
Hospital Medical College ; Prof. of Chemistry 
and Physics, College of the City of New York, 

WALTER S. HAINES, M. D., Chicago, Ill., Professor 
of Chemistry and Toxicology, Rush Medical 
College, Chicago. 

E. F. INGALIS, A. M., M. D., Chicago, Tll., Clinical 
Professor of Diseases of Chest and Throat, 
Woman's Medical College, 

A. A. MEUNIER, M.D., Montreal, Canada, Prof. 
Victoria University. 





H. F. BIGGAR, M. D., Prof. of Surgical and Medi- 
cal Diseases of Womcn, Homeopathic Hus- 
pital College, Cleveland, Ohio. 

DR. DOBELL, London, England, Conenlting Phy- 
— to Royal Hosp tal for Diseases of the 
Shest. 

DR. T. F. GRIMSDALE, Liverpool, England, Conenit- 
ing Physician, Ladies’ Charity and Lying-in- 
Hospital. 

WH. ROBERTS, M.D., F.R.C.P., F.R.S., Manchester, 
England, Prof, of Clinical. Medicine, Owens’ 
College School of Medicine; Physician Man- 
chester Royal Infirmary and Lunatic Hospital. 

J. C. THOROWGOOD, M.D., F.R.C.P., London, Eng- 
land, Physician City of London Hospital for 
ag Diseases ; Physician West London Hos- 
pital. 

W. C. PLAYFAIR, M.D., F.R.C.P., London, England, 
Prof. of Obstetric Medicine in King’s Colleg 
and Physician forthe Diseases of Women an 
Children to King’s College Hospital. 

W. H. WALSHE, M.D., F.R.C.P., Brompton, Eng- 
land, Consulting Physician Consumption Hos- 
pee Brompton, and to the University College 

ospital. 

A. WYNN WILLIAMS, M.D., M.R.C.S., London 
England, Physician Samaritan Free Hospital 
for Diseases of Women and Children. 

A. C. MACRAE, M.D., Calcutta, Ind., Dep. Insp.-Gen. 
Hosp. Ind. Service, late Pres. Surg., Calcutta, 

EDWARD SHOPPEE, M.D., L.R.C.P., M.R.C.S., 
London, England. 

LENNOX BROWN, F.R.C.S., London, Eng., Senior 
Surgeon, Central Throat and Ear Hospital, 


J. CARRICK MURRAY, M.D., Newcastle-on-Tyne, 
England, Physician to the N. C. H. for Dis- 
eases of Chest, 


J. A. GRANT, M. D., F.R.C.S., Ottawa, Canada, 
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very popular in that country, where it is employed as an inhalation in 

& diphtheria, laryngitis, bronchitis, bronchorrhea, etc.; as an injection in 

gonorrhea, leucorrhea, cystitis, etc. ; and é#fernaily as an aid to digestion, to allay cough, to facilitate 

expectoration, and to stimulate the kidneys. It is also an astringent and is said to be of great value in 
hemoptysis. 


% (Eugenia Cheken, Myrtus Chekan.) This remedy, a native of Chili, is 


Cheken (known also as Chekan and Chequen) was introduced to the profession of England 
through a report of results following its use in chronic bronchitis or winter cough by Wm. Murrell, 
M.D., M.R.C.P., Assistant Physician to the Royal Hospital for Diseases of the Chest, and Lecturer 
on Practical Physiology at the Westminster Hospital. Dr. Murrell’s report is very favorable and he 
has supplemented it by private advices to us expressing great satisfaction with the drug in the affec- 
tions in which he has employed it. He regards it as one of the most valuable introductions of late 
years and pronounces it a drug of very superior properties in the treatment of chronic bronchitis, 
acting in this affection both as an anodyne and exerting a favorable influence over the organic changes 
in the mucous membrane. It is certainly a remedy which merits a thorough trial at the hands of the 
profession of this country. 


(‘*MOUNTAIN SAGE.”) Artemisia Frigida. Fluid 
extract of the herb. Dose, one to two fluid drams. 
& Diaphoretic and diuretic. 


The success which has attended the administration of this drug in ‘‘Mountain fever’ has suggested 
its employment in all febrile conditions attended with suppression of the secretions of the skin and 
kidneys. Its action in fever seems to be two-fold, acting directly on the nervous center, thus inducing 
a direct lowering of the temperature, and facilitating the radiation of the heat through diaphoresis 
which it stimulates. Under its use the kidneys are also aroused to activity, and the solid constituents 
of the urine proportionately increased. Therapeutic tests have corroborated the opinion formed of it 
on theoretical grounds. 


(ALLIGATOR PEAR.) Fluid extract of the seeds. Dose 30 to 60 minims. 
This remedy is now for the first time presented to the profession of this 
§ country. It is introduced on the recommendation of Dr. Henry Froehling, 


of Baltimore, Maryland, who while acting in the capacity of botanist and scientist to an exploring 
expedition in Southern Mexico, became familiar with the drug, both from reports of the natives and 
personal experience, as a remedy in intercostal neuralgia. ‘The following extract from Dr, 
Froehling’s report will give some conception of the nature of this remedy : 

“A common experience onone physicians is that some cases of intercostal neuralgia are very troublesome and obsti- 
nate, resisting almost every kind of treatment; particularly is this the case in malarial districts. In such cases I would 
recommend the fluid extract of Persea seed. In my own person and in every case in which I have employed it I have 
been highly gratified with the result. Those of my medical friends to whom I have given samples of the preparation 
warmly indorse my opinion of it as above, and I can not but believe that further trial of it will cause it to be regarded as a 
valuable addition to our Mast of medicines.” 

Dr. Froehling also mentions the fact that Persea has been employed with benefit in the expulsion 
of tapeworm. 


(ERYTHROXYLON COCA.) The evidence in favor of Coca is to prove it a pow- 

erful nervous stimulant, through which property it retards waste of tissue, increases 
C CA, muscular strength and endurance, and removes fatigue and languor, due to pro- 
longed physical or mental effort. While indicated in all conditions presenting these symptoms it has an 
especial indication in the treatment of the opium and alcohol habits. [n these deplorable con- 
ditions it has been found to possess extraordinary properties—relieving the sense of untold bodily and 
mental misery which follows the withdrawal of the accustomed stimulus, thus preventing a return to 
the narcotic, and affording an opportunity for building up the system by the administration of restora- 
tive tonics. 


We prepare Fluid Extracts of all the above drugs. 
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